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CWD – Current Status

• Highest infection rates in North 
America:
o 79% (70-86%) male and 48% (36-59%) 

female mule deer in South Saskatchewan 
River Valley infected (WMZ12, 13, 14E/W).

o Southern SK considered endemic (62/83 
WMZs)

• Prevalence rates increasing
• Risk of establishment in boreal 

ecosystem and boreal species.

• Concerns regarding wildlife 
population impacts (reduced age 
structure, decreased doe survival, 
population recovery), Indigenous 
food security and food safety

Male mule deer 

White-tailed deer 
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CWD in the Boreal Ecosystem

Status: Threatened 
(Species at Risk Act)

White-tailed deer move between farmland and boreal forest zones.
Current study (U of S) is evaluating risk of CWD establishment in boreal ecosystem.
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Surveillance Deficiencies
• >30% decline in submissions since 2021 (2022 and 

2023 seasons).
• Submissions for the 2024-25 season were almost 10% 

than what was processed in 2023-24 (2, 494 samples), 
even with mandatory bovine TB sampling in select 
WMZs.

• In 2024-25, there was 38% in MUDE and 13% 
decrease in WTD submissions province-wide.

• The number of samples varies by zones and species – 
unevenly distributed across the province

• Very few to no samples submitted from northern 
WMZs

• Wide confidence intervals around prevalence rate 
estimates

Figure 1. Number of hunter-

harvested cervid samples submitted 

for CWD testing per WMZ for the 

2023-2024 CWD hunter surveillance 

season. 

Dark blue +/- 10%
Medium blue +/- 16%
Lighter blue +/- 20%
Green +/- 25%
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Surveillance Objectives
To obtain more reliable prevalence rate estimates to:

1. Assess infection rates of CWD in wildlife populations relative to infected game farms, to inform 
game farm policy (double-fencing, biosecurity, imports, and operations of CWD positive game 
farms).

2. Delineated zones of non-detection and low prevalence to prioritize management activities 
intended to prevent further CWD spread.

3. Inform risk to boreal caribou populations in southern boreal forest region, and associated 
management implications (ie. role of baiting in contributing towards transmission)

4. Inform understanding of annual adult female survival rates in susceptible species (WTD, MUDE, 
and elk), to inform harvest allocation.

5. Establish baseline data to inform success of future management actions – does harvest 
intervention (reduced buck:doe ratios) reduce prevalence rates (future state)
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• Expansion of mandatory CWD 
surveillance across boreal 
transition region and southern 
boreal forest zones for 2026-27 
hunting season.
• Testing mandatory for white-tailed 

deer, mule deer, and elk in select 
zones.

• Inclusion of outfitting licenses.
• Condition of hunting license (same 

as 2025-26)

Proposed Mandatory Surveillance Zones for 2026-27
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• Repeat sampling rotated across 
the province on an annual basis
• Each eco-region examined every 

4-5 years (boreal transition, 
boreal forest, parkland, 
grassland)

• number of target zones in select 
regions dependent on available 
resources and anticipated 
submission volume

• Allows for addressing multiple 
objectives based on 
species/region.

Proposed Future State
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Mandatory testing in WMZ 37, 39, 43, 
47, 50 and 55  for deer and elk. Draw 
and regular season licenses. 
 
Target sample sizes based on elk and 
WTD.
Testing for moose remains voluntary.

Outfitting licenses not included.

Mandatory Surveillance Zones for 2025-26
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2025-26 – Submissions from mandatory zones (to date)

• *unable to estimate compliance at this time
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Communications/Messaging
• Communications 2025-26 

• Information regarding mandatory testing season communicated via:
• News Release (Aug 18, Nov 5)
• Social Media Post (Aug 18, Nov 5)
• HAL Email Blast (Sep 11, Nov 7)
• WAC/CWD Working Group Meetings
• *unable to incorporate information into printed hunting guide due as not approved in time.

• Additional inclusion in hunting guide may help with compliance in future years.
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Sampling Stations
• 23 Sampling 

Stations

• 10 locations

• 64 samples
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• Communications – hunting guide, HAL email blast, social media, NR, website, 
stakeholder organizations (WAC, CWD working group)

• Work with taxidermists and processors in target areas.
• Enhanced Indigenous engagement and expansion of community freezer program in 

Northern WMZs.

Future State
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Program Implementation

• How to facilitate sample submission by outfitters
• Sampling workshops?
• Additional drop-off locations/pick-ups?

• Feasibility of testing in boreal transition and boreal forest zones in 
2026-27.
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• Bluetongue and Epizootic Hemorrhagic 
Disease (EHD) viruses

• Genus: Orbivirus
• Transmission: biting midges (Culicoides 

sonorensis)
• Late summer – early fall (Aug-Oct)
• Annual occurrence, sporadic large scale die-

offs every 5-7 years in Midwestern and SE US.
• Cases in Saskatchewan are rare.

Hemorrhagic Disease

Michigan DNR, 
www.Michigan.gov/dnr/

Culicoides sonorensis
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Ideal Outbreak Conditions
 Warm weather

Drought
Shallow pools of standing 
water
Mud holes

Naïve or susceptible 
deer
Thirsty deer

Presence of virus
Presence of vector 
(Culicoides midge)
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Fall 2025 Outbreak
• ~100 WTD die-off in Grand Forks, BC

• 6 bighorn sheep died and tested positive near Penticton, BC

• Montana: 
• Limited widespread detection of WTD presumed to have died of HD

• Restrictions on hunting in highly affected region (Region 6)

• North Dakota: 26 reports of EHD events (77 animals) 
• Primarily WTD, 2 suspect Pronghorn (two confirmed WTD – EHDV-2)

• South Dakota: 326 mortalities reported, 30 confirmed (27 WTD, 2 MD, 1 
PR)

• Idaho: 1400 reported deer mortalities (WTD) – both EHDV and BTV
• Similar intensity to 2021
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